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desired was the prolongation of the armistice, in
order to complete his armaments. He was amiable,
familiar, courteous, with the Austrian Minister. " So
you insist," he said to him, laughing, " on threatening
us ? " The Convention was signed without difficulty,
and Metternich, who was treated with the utmost
courtesy, returned to the Emperor Francis. At
Prague he saw the Count of Narbonne, and frankly
exposed the situation to him. " The limit of August
10 once reached, there will not be a word said about
peace, and war will be declared. "We shall not be
neutral; the Emperor Napoleon need not flatter him-
self. ... I give you my word and my Sovereign's
that we have made no engagements with any one.
But I also give you my word that at midnight of
August 10 we shall have some with every one except
you, and that on the morning of the 17th you will
have three hundred thousand Austrians more on your
hands. It is not lightly, not without pain, for he is
a father and he loves his daughter, that the Emperor
has formed this resolution; but he owes it to Ms
people, to himself, to Europe, to restore tranquillity,
since he has the power, and since, besides, the only
alternative is some day in the future to fall beneath
your blows, in a condition of dependency worse than
that into which you have put Prussia. Don't come
telling us after the event that we have deceived you.
Up to midnight, August 10, everything is possible,
even at the last hour; the 10th of August passed,
not a day's, not a moment's respite; war, war with
every one, even with us!"